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The Kuril Islands are an archipelago stretching between
Hokkaidō, Japan and the Kamchatka Peninsula of Russia. The
name comes from the island's first inhabitants, the Ainu, whose
word "kur" means "man."

Part of the Ring of Fire, the Kuril Islands experience frequent
seismic activity and are home to around 40 active and 60
inactive volcanoes.
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Iturup is the largest of the Kuril Islands,
with an area of 3,139 square kilometers
and a population of 7,500.

The island was first inhabited by the Ainu,

who named it エﾂ゚ヲロプシㇼ / Etuworop /
Place possessing many capes.

The Japanese arrived in 1661 and the
Russians in the late 18th century. In 1855
The Treaty of Shimoda ceded the island to
Japan, but in 1945 control of the Southern
Kurils was was lost to the Soviet Union.
Japan still claims these islands as part of
its territory, but they are administered by
Russia.

Iturup has volcanoes, high white cliffs and
waterfalls. Most of the island is forested,
with spruce, larch, pine, fir, alder, liana and
bamboo.
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